
                                                                                              Saint  Adalbert’s 

                                                                    
July 11, 2008                                                                 “Expect a  Miracle”                  

 

Dear Parish Family and Friends, 

 

You will recall that on April 2, 2008 Bishop Kmiec issued a decree that St. Adalbert Parish would be merged 

into St. John Kanty effective September 1, 2008. We received the decree on April 9, 2008. On April 11, 2008 

the St. Adalbert Parish Trustees and Council President sent a letter to the Bishop that we were formally 

beginning the Administrative Recourse Process against closing our parish, the Basilica of St. Adalbert in 

Buffalo, NY. This letter was in accordance with Canon Law which dictates that we must begin the appeal 

process within 10 days of the reception of the Bishopôs formal decree. 

 

On April 22, 2008, Bishop Kmiec acknowledged receipt of our letter and wrote that ñThe execution of the 

decree will be suspended during the recourse processé.St. Adalbert Parish continues to be within my Episcopal 

jurisdiction regarding all normal parish activities as defined by Canon Law.ò 

 

Our appeal and supportive evidence for the recourse process was sent to His Excellency Pietro Sambi (Vatican 

representative in Washington, D.C.). We received a letter from His Excellency assuring us that he had 

transmitted our appeal to the appropriate Vatican personnel in Rome. You may recall that our initial appeal sent 

in August 2007 had been premature because the Bishop had not promulgated a formal decree, so the Vatican at 

that time, did not review our evidence. This time, all requirements of Canon Law have been met regarding the 

requirements of the recourse process. Thus, this letter is to inform you that we are in the beginning stage of our 

new appeal and intend to proceed with the recourse process until we reach full resolution. Our case is in the 

hands of the Vatican. The Administrative Recourse Process has several stages to review our appeal. It is 

expected that our documents will have to be translated into Latin and we will need to hire a lawyer from Rome 

to represent us. At that point in time, our Canonical Lawyer and St. Adalbert representatives will go to Rome to 

discuss our case. We are on target with our fundraising efforts and ask for your continued support to be able to 

carry the appeal to full resolution. 

 

We pray for the success of our appeal. St Adalbert continues to operate and carry on all normal parish activities. 

This includes accepting new parishioners. We are happy to say that others are joining us. All are welcome. In 

addition, we continue to search for any other additional information regarding our Basilica status. We were 

overjoyed when His Eminence Frances Cardinal Arinze wrote to say that it was recorded that St. Adalbert 

Church, Buffalo, NY was given ñBrief as Basilicaò by Pope Pius X on 11
th

 of August, 1907.òéa record exists! 

 

We will update you when we receive any additional information about the status of our appeal. It is expected 

that this will be a lengthy process. Contributions to our appeal can be sent to: Save St. Adalbert Fund, c/o Stan 

A Kowalski, Jr.,188 Victoria Blvd., Kenmore, NY 14217. Please note the list of parish events on the back of 

this letter. We hope that you will support our fundraisers and encourage others to join us. Let us all pray for one 

another-have faithéhopeéand believe in miracles! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

                
Ted Kniazuk   Ronald Suchocki  Stanley Kowalski, Jr. 

Parish Trustee   Parish Trustee   Parish Council President 

826-9923   893-3024 / 674-7016  877-1944 


